A comparison of cocaine-dependent cigarette smokers and non-smokers on demographic, drug use and other characteristics.
Cigarette smoking (n = 156) and non-smoking (n = 43) individuals seeking out-patient treatment for cocaine-dependence were compared on demographic, drug use and other variables. Smokers were younger, less educated, earned less money, began cocaine use at an earlier age, used cocaine more frequently, were more likely to inject or smoke cocaine, were more likely to report legal troubles and having harmed someone physically as consequences of their cocaine use, and had more severe employment and legal problems than non-smokers as measured by the Addiction Severity Index. Smoking remained a significant predictor of more frequent cocaine use, using more grams of cocaine per week and using cocaine via an injection or smoking route even after adjusting for demographic differences between smokers and non-smokers via regression analyses. Smoking status was not significantly related to treatment outcome. Overall, these results indicate that cocaine-dependent smokers represent a more high-risk group than non-smokers. This relationship between smoking, cocaine use, and associated problems merits further investigation.